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been held in the highest regard by all followers
of Hinduism. Besides leaving behind him
priceless treasures in the domain of Sanskrit
Literature and Indian Philosophy, our revered
Acharya established Temples of Learning and
Culture at important centres from which his
successors could radiate faith and courage for
all ime. And, among such centres, Sringeri in
Mysore is justly held to be the mog ancient
and authoritative seat, wherein the Divine
Acharya’s tradition is &ill sustained with un-
diminished vigour by the long line of holy
saints who have adorned the Great Vyakhyana
Simhasana presided over by the Goddess
Sarada herself.

The Thirty-third Pontiff of. Sringeri, the
late Sri Sacchidananda Sivabhinava Nrisimha
Bharati Mahaswamigal, was ‘indeed a Jivan-
mukta. His unrivalled audterities, his un-
equalled scholarship and his beaming per-
sonality have left a-lating mark on- all those
who came in contact with him. And' what a
worthy successor has he given us in his dutiful
pupil Sri Chandrasekhara Bharati Swamigal.
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For seven and twenty years, we have had
the good fortune to be participators in His
Holiness's company; watching the daily worship
in which His Holiness loses himself and the
world ;_hearing his discourses, pregnant with
sublime truth® and yet clear as crystal ; pour-
ing out our woes and sorrows which he drives
off magically with a smile” or a nod or an
encouraging phrase, which makes us realise that
here at any rate in his all-powerful presence
we, however sinful ‘and ignorant, are yet in
touch with Divinity. ‘Indeed, every one who
has had the good fortune to be anywhere near
Sringeri or near the Master, is always driven
by the one thought, when again and yet again
shall I have this inspiring Darsan, this gift
of new life.

The following pages give ample evidence
of the diverse ways in which the Master has
appealed to his devotees.. To mark, however
inadequately, the twenty-seven years of His
Pontificate, twenty-seven flowers which for
sincere flavour and inherent sweetness could not
be easily rivalled, have been culled from various
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Sayana and strung together and placed at the
holy lotus-feet of the Divine Master that He
may be pleased in His Infinite Mercy to
continue to bless His earnest devotees who have
chosen this humble method- of appealing to
Him for His limitless Love and Grace.

"To that scholar-statesman and devotee
of our Lord, Sachivottama Sir C. P. Rama-
swami Ayyar, I record my thanks, for having
given princely support to this humble undertak-
ing of mine. Thanks are due to Gurubhakta-
sikhamani T. K. Balasubrahmanya Aiyar who
cheerfully undertook the task of publishing this
modest collection in such lovely and bewitching
colours—one more token of his all-consuming
love for the Pitha and the Pontiffs of Sringeri.

The contributions - are arranged on a
bilingual basis, all the articles appearing both in
Sanskrit and Eaglish, the asterisk indicating

that the article in question is a summary, the
original appearing in the other part. The work
of summarising the articles from English into
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Sanskrit was cheerfully undertaken by my
colleague Pandit V. Krishnamachariar.

The inspiring Personality in  whose
honour these humble tributes of his devotees
have been gathered together is sure to forgive
the many shortcomings of this undertaking.
The Faith that has prompted this enterprise
and the spontaneous love and attachment to
His holy person which actuated the minds of
one and all who have gathered together to lay
their humble offerings at His Holy Feet will
not be denied this expression of the regard
in which His Holiness Sri Chandrasekhara
Bharati Swamigal is held by His Sishyas distni-
buted ever the length and breadth of this holy
land of Bharatavarsha.

May He continue to radiate joy all round
and illumine the world with increasing splend-
our is the humble prayer that goes forth today
from every one of His devotees.

BANGALORE
20th August 38.§ P. P. Subrahmanya Sastri.
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ACHARYASIDDHANTA s

[Mahamahopadhyaya Doctor Ganganatha Jha,
Retired Vice-Chancellor, University of
Allahabad, Allahabad.]

There are those who hold that the text
‘g qut 4 quararegar:’ of Sri Sankarabhagavat-
pada indicates how the great Acharya condemns
the performance of rites. But a complete exami-
nation of the works of the Acharya, like his
Sarirakabhashya etc., reveals the following conclu-
sion. ‘For the attainment of the final purushartha
knowledge becomes essential ; for acquiring know-
ledge, a pure mind is necessary ; for acquiring purity
of mind, due performance of all the prescribed rites
becomes essential.” Thus due performance of rites
becomes an integral part of the teaching of Sri
Sankara.

The establishment of seats of worship at places

like Kanchi, Sringeri etc, where his successors carry
on the worship of the deilies even today in all its

fulness 1s a further proof of the view held by the
Acharya thal due performance of rites is an integral
{eature of his teaching.



I1
PANCHARATNASTOTRA g

[Sri R. Krishnaswami Aiyar, M. A., B. L.,
Advocate, Viraraghavapuram, Tinnevelly,]

A @ring of five fanzas devoted to the glori-
fication of Sri  Chandrasekhara Bharati, the
presiding Pontiff at Sringeri.
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Mandanamisra-Suresvara-Identity &

[Vidyasagara Vidyavachaspati P. P. Subrah-
manya Sastri B. A. (Oxon), Professor of
Sanskrit, Presidency College, Madras.]

‘ Traditionalism is not necessarily wrong,
nor all modernism necessarily right.’

Suresvara, the fir® Acharya who was efta-
blished in the Vyakhyana Simhasana of the Sarada
Pitha egablished by Sri Sankarabhagavatpada is
identical with the famous Mandanamisra, the author
of the Brahmasiddhi, Vibhramaviveka etc. The
references to Mandanamisra and Suresvara in the
Guruvamsakavya were held by scholars to point
out clearly the non-identity of Mandana with
Suresvara, The Guruvamsakavya refers to two
Mandanamisras, one a lifelong householder who
was already a Vedantin before he met Sri Sankara-
charya and who had no claim to any literary fame,
and the other, the householder Mandanamisra, a keen
Mimamsaka who, when convinced by the compelling
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arguments of Sri Sankaracharya, became a Sannyasin
on whom the Acharya bestowed the title of Syres.
vara, who had already won literary fame by writing
such classic works like the Brahmasiddhi etc.
Mandanamisra, alter he became Suresvara, wrote
the famous Varttikas expounding in full the new
dod@rines of Advaita taught to him by his famous
Guru, Sri Sankaracharya.

Dodrinal differences in works like the Brahma-
siddhi and the Varttikas are not necessarily a bar
to the identity of authorship, particularly when the
details of the doctrinal conversion of the confirmed
Mimamsaka-Mandana into the convinced Advaitin-
Suresvara are well authenticated, not to speak of
some clear-cut doctrinal divergences descernible

even in the teachings of the great Acharya Sankara-
Bhagavatpada himself. =

* For a fullur exposition of the views, pro and contra,
see the Foreword and Indroduction prefixed to the

Brahmaslddhl—-—Madras Government Oriental Manuscripts
Library Series.
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Sri Chandrasekhara Bharati.

[Sri IN. ChAandrasekhara Aiyar B. A, B. L,
District and Sessions Judge, Madura.]

Sringeri in the Mysore province is a very
beautiful spot and is on the banks of the Tunga
‘river. A night’s journey from Bangalore by the
Bangalore- Poona Mail takes us to Shimoga or
Tankere, from where Sringeri is about sixly miles,
by a fairly good road through which buses ply.
Sringeri is a contraction for Sringa-giri the hill of
Sringa or Rishya-Sringa, of the Ramayana f{ame,
who 1s sald to have lived there with his father
Vibhandaka. The place has become famous by
its association with the name of Sri Sankara, the
Acharya of Advaita philosophy, who founded a
Mutt at the place and installed on its seat his chief
disciple Suresvara, who was the famous Mandana-
misra before he was' vanquished in philosophical
disputation by his master. Sri Sankara also in-
stalled a Sri-Chakra at Sringeri and on it is the
entrancingly beautiful idol of Sri Sarada, consecra-

£



ted by the renowned Vidyaranya of the Vijaya-
nagar Empire, who was for several years head of
this Mutt.  Adjoining the Sarada temple and
within the same enclosure is the shrine of Vidya-
" Sankara, where  Vidya-Tirtha, the guru of
Vidyaranya, is believed to be still alive, practising
Lambika Yoga in a cave underneath the Lingam.
The shrine of Vidya-Sankara presents many pomts
of architectural interest and beauty.

The Mutt at Sringeri has been presided over
by a succession of Pontiffs of great learning and
piety, The previous incumbent was the illustrious
Narasimha Bharati Svamigal. He was the 33rd
in succession from Sankara, and tradition has it
that every eleventh successor is an incarnation of
the firg¢ Acharya himself. Those who knew Nara-
simha Bharati Svamigal and came into intimate
conta@ with him had no doubt whatever that this
tradition was amply true in his case, for he was a
dypamic personality of remarkable intellectual and
yogic powers. The present sage who presides
over the Mutt is His Holiness Sri Chandrasekhara
Bharati Svamigal, in some respeds greater even
than his great master. If there is any one in
Southern India to remind us by his very presence
in our midt of the fact that sages like Vasishtha and
Vamadeva lived in this holy land, it is the present
Jagadguru. Heis a, magter of several Sairas, a
poet of great merit, an ascetic par excellence. His
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earning &aggers us by its vastness. In Tarka, Mi-
mamsa and Vedanta, his scholarship is unrivalled.
He has written charming Sanskrit poetry and prose
and a commentary on the Viveka-Chudamani to
be published shortly. His erudition is matched by
his spirituality and his yoga. Now and then he
loses himself in samadhi or trance for days and
months together but those around him who are
uningtructed in such paths attribute the condition to
mental derangement, forgetting the description of a
true Yogi by Sadasiva-Brahmendra in his Atma-

Vidya-Vilasa.
AVTABHNST FEAIUAN9T: BISH |
ARATUAN FaUSTBIoSTIATE |

AT 9 I WAGRAEARIEAN: FIHA |
WY A1 FERAFAT AT FH(G @ |

~ o~ (3

qgaf [FHfY | &9

o ol oY

| Agfd O qNIa FRivagiy g9ag |
fantE fagaaagaiE
ELICEEL DTG0 T
He is a seer and a sage. The very personification
of Santi. His mercy to his disciples and devotees
is unbounded. His mere sight has turned many
a confirmed agnoflic into a firm believer in the

exitence of God and His rule of justice and right-
cousness. The ultra heterodox have been changed
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into -orthodox ways and habits by the Mager's
magic words of persuasion and instruction. To be
in his presence is a rare privilege ; to converse
with him is to ennoble and elevate oneself. If
there is &ill some dharma left in this land at this
age, it is surely due to the existence with us of
avatarapz: ushas like him.




agfrar AgEdEn Afrnagie |



e

.
; “
.
o ‘..0
. A
il '5\ 3
. #
3 S L e 18
" o RN e, e
s ’ B
K E

LI

,
S gt

W A At gt



.
THE SAINT OF SRINGERI.

[By Dewan Bahadur K. S. Ramaswami Sastri
B.A., B.L., Retired District Judge, Madras)

The passion for introspection has been the
master-passion of India’s soul. A calm clear
comprehensive courageous analysis of our daily and
inevitable three states (the waking state and the
state of dream and the state of deep sleep) will lead
us to a realisation of the Atman—the eternal’
infinite blissful Consciousness. Vidyaranya says
well in his famous Panchadasi, 37 acanw
afad®r eai9xt  (The one self-luminous Conscious-
ness has neither rising nor setting). But our
recurrent Avidya blurrs that realisation. Hence
it is only Scriplure as revealed by a Guru that can
give us an assured and unobscured realisation.
TgAFagY & Fgean | aArarga, geal 8% 1

This does not mean that Reason has no place
in such realisation, Blind faith will not lead us to
the goal because it can be upset by specious ratioci-
nation, It is Reason in harmony with Revelation

9



(waﬁaa%) that is the real guide, philosopher and
friend of the human soul.

ond qATaRY T AgIECAARAT |
FEAHNGATI @ G A AT ||
(Manu, XII, 106)

It is often said that modern Science is antagonistic
to religious realisation, Science is the foe of Super-
stition and not of Religion. The subjective religious:
realisation—as opposed to mere beliefs or dogmas—
is as much a fa@ as an objective scientific pheno-
menon. Intellect cannot and will not and does not
negate intuition. The atom cannot annihilate the
Atman.

Whatever science may say with learned doubt
or whatever scepticism may affirm with cocksure
unfaith, all the religions are sure in saying that the
human soul is an image of God or is a part of God.
But it was reserved for Hinduism and especially
for Sri Sankaracharya to reveal to the world the
highest and most daring doctrine of Advaita—identity
of the individual soul and the universal soul. This
realisation can be proved by ourselves to ourselves
by way of self-analysis by slowly getting rid of our
Adhyasa or superimposition of the five sheaths or
kesas over our soul. If the upadhis go, what
is left is our real self (a&®isafve: fma: Hasisd). Is
there any one that does not desire and seek eternal

10



infinite bliss ? Why does he do so ? Because it is
his nature (€&891a). He can realise this by Sravana,
Manana and Nididhyasana. When such a realisa-
tion comes the triplicity of Isvara and Jagat and
* Jiva becomes the integrated unity of the Atman ?
The seven colours of the Spedrum are but the
white light appearing sevenfold to our eyes. arar-
Ao AERT AAed gewda 999 ¢ [t is the duty and
the right of every one of us to attain -such a
supreme realisation.

quiEl g WA AT SEr ThT A9 |
FAAAR A>T AEWAA Waq |)




Y1
AN INCIDENT.

[Brahmasri Mahamahopadhyaya Vedantabhu-
shana Sastraratnakara Karungulam Krishna
Sastrigal ]

————

Four of us, Vaidyanatha, Virupaksha, Danda-
pani and myself (Krishna) went a-begging at the
Beggar's Paradise (Bhikshandarkoil) and got all the
alms we deserved, each according to his desserts
from the great All-beqtower and Mager, Sri
Chandrasekhara Bharati Mahaswamigal. '




YII
GLORY OF SANKARA.

Sri K. G. Sesha Aiyar, B. A., B.L,
Retired High Court Judge Trivandram.

This 1s the glorious morn
On which the seer was born,
The great Acharya whom our land adores ;
False teachings he expelled
And darkness dense dispelled
From ancient India’s consecrated shores,

Snugly embowered lies
The spot his lotus eyes
Fir&t witnessed in the golden light of day ;
A place of perfec calm,
Mid& waving coco-palm,
Tall kongu-trees that keep the heat away ;

Mids sweet jack famed in song,
Iron-wood hard and &rong,

Majegtic teak, the tropic forest’s pride,
Mango and tamarind,
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Wild trees of every kind,
Shy vines that smile with blossoms like a bride.

By Purna’s flowing tide,
Stately and deep and wide,
The hallowed shriné of Kaladi doth &and,
Which gave the native source
To Sankara’s mortal course
That ran o’er Aryavarta’s holy land.

How wonderful, though swift
That course : The priceless gift
Of high, illuming Vedanta he brought.
Life’s nature, its true goal,
The immanence of soul,
Jivatma’s oneness with the Self he taught.

All glory to his name !
The trumpet voice of fame
Extols his greatness in each land and clime.
Rich wisdom’s heritage
Bequeathed us by the sage
Shall our dear land exalt throughout all time,




YIII

Sri Chandrasekhara Bharati’s
< Visit to Madura.

[Sri K. R. Venkatarama Aiyer, B. 4., B. L.,
Advocate, Madura.] -

I rejoice to know that my nephew P.P.S.
Sadtri has addressed his fellow sishyas with the
objec of making a boquet of devotional flowers to
be laid at the holy feet of His Holiness Sri
Chandrasekhara  Bharati Swamigal in com-
memoration of ‘the twenty-seven years of His
Holiness’s Pontificate. When it was put to me
that I might also make ny contribution, the firgt
reaction 1n me was a sense of dejection that 1 did
not possess the requisite qualification. I have since
got over that feeling and I now rather think that
the offering of an unqualified devotee is perhaps of
greater value than the critical appreciation of a
sishya whose learning and equipment might fit him
more to play the role of a rational controversialigt
than that of an unquestioning unsuspecting child
whose love 1s perhaps the more guileless' and.

genuine for all its ignorance.
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f have witnessed many notable events in my
time and several of them were worth remembering,
But I mug say that mo& of them have easily gone
out of my mind. Not so is the glorious event of
the visit of His Holiness to the great city of Madura
in 1926. That visit is quite unforgettable. Though
twelve years have since rolled away it is yet as

resplendent to me as if it were happening before
my eyes this very minute.

I do not quite know how it is in the other
districts ; but the loving reverence felt without
exception by one and all of His Holiness’s Sishyas
in the distri@ts of Madura and Tinnevelly is marvel-
lous. There are no words in any language in which
I could render myself, aptly and adequately to des-
cribe that love and reverence. 1 am not willing to
put myself down as over-ridden by superstition or
blind faith. But I felt then when I first saw His
Holiness in the two districts, and that feeling has
continued in me right through to this minute and I
have not the slightest doubt, will continue in me to
the end of my time, that there is something in His
Holiness of transcendent power and worth, some-
thing with which there is nothing else on this side
of our existence to compare as of equal value, so
much so that I would almost say in the poet’s words:

“When death’s dark stream I ferry o’er,
A time that surely shall come

16



in Heaven itself I'll ask no more
Than just His sight so welcome.”

| have no doubt that His Holiness genuinely
enjoyed his then stay at Madura. His Holiness’s
daily pujas atira@ted magnificent gatherings. To
His Holiness himself I doubt if there was anything
anywhere down 1n the South, which he counted as
of equal value to the opportunity he then had of
offering his worship with his own hands to the

Great Goddess Sri Minakshi.
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IX

The Greatness and Glory of
Sri Chandrasekhara Bharati
Swamigal. »

[Brahmasri Mimasaratna A. V. Gopalachariar

M. A., B. L., Advocate, Trichinopoly.] -

Fulfilling as if the predi®ions made in the
Srimad Bhagavata that “‘now and then great men
will appear even in this Kali Age”, His Holiness
Sri Chandrasekhara Bharati Swamigal is now
amidst us discharging the great promise held out
to rejuvenate and revitalise Hinduism in all its
aspects. ‘His Holiness” supreme command of the
Sanskrit language and Vedanta Philosophy, his
exemplary and magnanimous solicitude for his
Bhaktas and Sishyas, his easy, simple and limpid
gtyle, his ever-smiling face with its graceful and
love-inspiring glances are all things to be enjoyed
and experienced in person as no words are adequate
to describe them accurately or convey their force

in full.
AR
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X
Avidya in Advaita Vedanta.e

[Brahmasri V. Krishnamacharya, Sanskrit Pan-
dit, Presidency College, Madras.]

Avidya is an indispensable weapon in the
hands of Advaitins. With this invaluable aid, they
are able to meet successfully all the doctrinal objec-
tions put forward by the Opposition.

In regard to this Avidya, there are at least
two schoels of thought among the Advaitins, the
Vivarana-school which holds Avidya to be positive
in character and a handmaid to knowledge and
the Mandana school which holds Avidya to be
negative in character and a difin@ obgacle to
realisation.  According to the Vivarana school,
Avidya or Maya is unitary and therefore the Jiva
is also single ; whereas the Mandana-school holds
that Maya is manifold and unlimited even as the
number of jivas is unlimited. '

To the question—To whom does Avidya
attach herself, to the Lord or the Souls, there are
also two views put forward by the Advaitins. The
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Vartika-school holds that Avidya pertains to the
Lord while the Mandana-school emphasises that
Avidya 1s a characerigtic only of the Souls.

The marvels of Avidya are indeed truly
wonderful.

20



XI
SADGURUSHODASI. #

[Sri Madura S. Maniresvara Sarma, Journalist
and Editor, Kaiser-i-Hind, Bombay.]

A garland of sixteen verses laid at the blessed
feet of His Holiness Sri Chandrasekhara Bharati

Mahaswamigal.
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X1l
VIDYATIRTHA AND SRINGERI.

[Professor S. V. Venkateswara, M. A., Professor
of Indian History, Presidency ~College.
Madras.]

It was eight years ago that I had the pleasure
of an excursion to Sringeri. The herbs amid the
glad grass sparkled with rain-drops, and Nature
heaved with the pulsation of a fresh life. Trees
seemed to flaunt their silken flags and wave the
visitor their silent welcome. Red roads clove the
gold and green of cultivation, but did not widen so
as to crush the verdant marge. Limpid Tunga’s
invite,and plunges in its blue waters gliding on rocky
slopes, cooled over-wrought nerves. Tunga supplies
the mo& delicious drink. The breeze was charged
with fragrance, and birds warbled sweet music.
Nature seemed tipped with honey, the mind calm
and serene, and the soul to transcend the meshes
of the sense-bound world.

No wonder, this was a favoured spot of our
carly teachers of Advaitism. Vidyatirtha alias
Vidya Sankara was the real founder of the great-
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ness of Sringeri, though his fame was eclipsed by
the glory of his disciple Vidyaranya. An inscrip-
tion of A. D. 1380 describes him as cleansing the
minds of people with a magnetism that beggared
description, while Vidyaranya ravished by glances
of camphor and incense. His work was three-fold ;
He held the fortunes of the Kampili kingdom in
custody for Hinduism, and laid the foundation of
Vijayanagar. He heralded a Renaissance in Vedic
and Sanskritic culture, the full bloom of which was
in the next generation. He founded the temple of
Wisdom at Sringeri and installed the Sarada image.

1

Muhammad Ibn Taghlak was the Sultan ot
"‘Delhiin 1325-51. He was believed by many to
have plotted the murder of his father under the
roof of a new kiosk. One of these was his cousin
Baha-ad-din Gurshasp, who now refused to do
homage to the new Sultan. Hounded from pillar
to post, Gurshasp finally sought refuge at Kampili.
The Rajah refused to deliver him up and brought
on himself the wrath of the Sultan. Preferring
death to defeat the Rajah and his men fell fighting
and the women committed jauhar. Mot of the
treasures were sent up the river to Hampi where
Vidyatirtha was residing at Matanga Parvata.
When Harihara and Bukka, in league with the
Hoysalas, had crushed the Sultan of Hanaver, they
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sought blessings from the Guru and got thosa
treasures, and they were urged to found the city
as the capital of an empire.

The above story is pieced together for the firg
time from the data of the Rajakalanirnayal of
Vidyaranya and the Chronicles? of Barni and Ibn
Batuta, and of Numniz3. The Rajah of Kampili
“fled for shelter to a fortress called Crynamata
which was by the bank of the river and contained
much provision and water.” Five thousand men
secreted the properly here. -Sewell has considered
it possible that the first syllable represents the word
Sri. | identify Crynamata with Srnga Matha.
[ also restore Kampili from Kambala of Barnm’s
printed text, as Elliot has noted that the Mss. have
Kambila which is Ibn Batuta’s spelling for Kampili.
The name of the Kampili Rajah is Ramanatha,s
according to Nuniz and Raja Paddhati. He was
canonised and his is the Samadhi temple at Sringeri
near that of Vidya Sankara. The event belongs
to the year 1336. Vijayanagar was founded, and
Harihara crowned on the 7th May 13375

I. Madras Oriental Mss. No 12772,

2. Elliot and Dowson : Vol, 111. pp. 245, 246, 614.

3. Sewell : A Forgotton Empire, pp. 293-—295.

4. The Mpysore Archaeological Survey Report
wonders who this Ramanatha was !

5. Vide My article on **New light on the Beginnings

of Vijayanagara in the Mysore University Magazine for
1923.
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That he was the bestower of power and fortuna
(Sarvabhaumatva) on Harihara I is mentioned by
Ahobala Pandita who is regarded as a nephew of
Vidyaranya. An inscription at Edatore speaks
of Bukka I as ruling the earth “which came to him
at the glance of Vidyatirtha” (bhrukshepamatre
sthitam). Grants were made to Vidyatirtha by
Harihara 1in A. D. 1346 and by Bukka I in
A. D. 1356. He attained Samadhi soon after. At
Bukka’s request he had sent for Vidyaranya who
was then at Benares. When the latter returned,
Bukka took him to Sringeri and granted lands to
the Matha, and to the Samadhi temple of Vidya-
tirtha now. known as Vidya Sankara. The
memory of the latter Swamin’s work remained long
after. A grantof Harihara 11 describes Bukka
as ‘the sole lord of the earth through the grace
of Vidyatirtha muni' (A. D. 1376) and another
(A. D. 1386) describes the emperor as ““ a worship-
per at the lotus-feet of Vidyatirtha.”

11

The last named grant was made in the
presence of Vidyaranya to the four scholars who
composed the commentaries on the Vedas. Some
of their descendants are still alive and till recently
owned the lands then granted. Their little rustic
homesteads peep through the dust-ridden street.
Agrecably to the epigraphical evidence we find
the invocation in the Veda Bhashya:
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Yasya nisvasitami vedah yo vedebhyokHilam jagat
Nirmame tamaham vande Vidyatirthamahbesvaram
Yat katakshena ‘tad rupam vahat Bakkamahipatih.
"His real name was Srikantha as he is &iyled in
the Bitiagunta grantl. 'In his Rudra Prasna
'Bhashya, popularly attributéed to Vidyaranya, he
“says he was the Sishya of Paramatmatirtka, His
‘chief “works ‘are Tuaittiriyakasara, Kalanirnaya,
“wrotigly atttibuted to Vidyararya, and "Panchadasi-
“prakarana, which he “composed with his pupil
Vidyaranya. R. Natasimhachar has " caiised con-
fusion by taking Vidyatirtha, Bharatitirtha and
Srikantha as different persons?. It is therefore
necessary to state in the Kalanirnaya of Bharati-
tirtha® the opening sloka identifies the author with
Vidyatirtha (Vidyatirtham Bharatitirtham-ahuh).
" In the Parasara Madhaviya all the three names
occurt. Prominence is given to Srikantha by Sayana
(hridi bhaje Srikantham avgahatam) by Bhoga-
natha (Srikanthascha guruh parepi guravah in the
Ganapati Stotra) and by Vidyaranya® who calls
Vidyatirtha his mukhyaguru, and gives the highest
place to Srikantha in arranging the names. Sayana
says his guru was Srikanthanathaé. The scoffing

EBpigraphica Indica, 111, 23.

Indian Antiquary for 1916, p. 3.

Ms. in the Oriental Library, Mysore.

Cf. also E. C. Mulb. 11.

Anubhutiprakasika,

Arulala Parumal temple Inscriptien, E. 111 118.
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remark'of Bhoganatha could only.mean that- other
ghrus-.of, the.day were not fit - to hold the candle
before Srikantha, which would be a greal insult:to
Vidyatirtha, who is always referred to with sincere
resped, if the two were different.

The Punyaslokamanjari and Jagadgururatna-
malika of Kanchipura® have preserved traditions of.
the gurus of the mathas there, Vidyatirtha comes
in for conspicuous mention there also, and he is said
to have had eight great disciples. His secular name
is there given as Sarvajna Vishnu, son of Sarnga-
pani, Sayana Madhava the author of the Sarva-
darsana Sangraha tells us that his guru was Sarva-
jna Vishnu son of Sarngapani. Chennu Bhatta.
the author of the 7Tarkabhasha Vyakhya tells us
that he was a younger brother of Sarvajna, and the .
son of Sahaja Sarvajna Vishnu. Sankara Darsana
quotes from Sahaja Sarvajna Vishnu Bhattopa-
dhyaya.  Sanskrit scholars who have tll now
discussed the subje@ have over-looked the signi-
ficance of the prefix Sahaja to Sarvajna Vishnu.
It evidently shows that he was the brother, probably
a younger brother, of a -much greater man well-
known in his day. There is nothing against the view
that he was the younger brother of Vidyatirtha.:
This acceunts for the confusion in the Punyasloka-

1. Cited by me in J. R. A, S. for 1916.
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manjari which was perhaps {ollowed by Hall1. ¢
so vidyatirtha would be the son of Sarngapani;
and Chennu Bhatta who enjoyed the patronage-
of Harthara 1I, would be a younger son of the
younger brother of Vidyatirtha.

_But the greatest scion of his house was his
successor in the Vedasantati or Vidyavamsa, viz,,
Vidyaranya, whose greatness pervades almost every
branch of Hindu Culture and whose name is a
household word.

111

Local tradition has it that Vidyatirtha had
much to do with the propagation of Sni Vidya
and with the installation of the image of Sarada,
the form of Sarasavti adopted for worship at
Sringeri. Vijayanagar is styled Vidyanagara in
some Copperplate grants of its earliest rulers,
Harthara 1, Bukka I, and Hanhara II. It is
possible that the name is derived from Vidyatirtha.
The image of Sarada is peculiar: it does not corres-
pond to the description of Sri whether as Lalita in
the Sahasranama or Sakti in the Saundaryalahari.
The noose and goad (Pasa and ankusa) are cons-
picuous by absence from the hands of the goddess.
But even so are they in the icon of Subhadra and
the brothers Balarama and Krishna described in

1. Index to the Bibliography of the Ind. Philosophi~
cal system p. 8.
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the Brihat Sambhita. They represent Love and
Wrath embodied in those brothers. The goddess

is Sarasvati, serene, the symbol of wisdom divine,
even like prajnaparamita.

The successors of the Guru have kept the
traditions unsullied. He who adorns the Pitha
now is a model of pure and noble life, regular
routine and expanding wisdom, overflowing- with
sympathy and charity into self-sacrifice and service,
relieved withal by continual flights into Yogic and
Vedantic mysticism. The Mathais under the
aegis of H. H. The Maharajah of Mysore, repre-
sentative of the ‘Forgoltten Empire’ and its
splendid work for Hinduism. Its cultural ideals
will therefore suffer no serious change, and its work
will be adapted to the changing conditions. May
it live for evermore!
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XIII
My Master Sri Chandrasekhara.
Bharti. Swamigal.

[Sri_ K. Balasubrahmanyg . Aiyar B.A., B. L.,
Advocate, Mylapore, Madras.]

I'am profoundly grateful to Mr. N. Chandra-
sekhara lyer and Mr. P. P. S. Sastri-for giving me
this opportunity of laying this humble offering of
my heart at the feet of my Guru, the Jagadguru of
Sringeri. His many disciples-in India and all
pious Hindus will surely rejoice at the thought that
he has gloriously filled the great Sarada Peetha for
these 27 years. The qualifications are highly
exacting, for a person to be called to fill India’s
highest spiritual seat. Deep ecrudition, spiritual
training, Sanyasa from boyhood, utter annihilation
of the physical urge and self-abnegation are the
pre-tequisites. Early in his boyhood, his great
spiritual master who filled this exalted seat with
great renown during his day, detected in him the
promise of all those qualities and true to the unerr-
ing spiritual eye of the master, he has fulfilled in
an abundant measure the high expectations held of
him. While profound learning even in the intri-
cacies of pandit technique and mastery of all the



Jetails of the Mantra-sastra adorn him, his simpli-
city and humility arrest our attention. He has
scaled the highest stages of spirituality and attained
the fullest strength of Vairagya. Even the deco-
rations which a worshipping public associate with
the digtiity of “his'seat dre irksoeme to ‘liim and he
prefers the quiet and unobitrusive life of an ordinary
simple ‘person. He has no *'passion save " that * for
Jearning aind  scholarship; “he'has no -desires save
that for the welfare and salvation of ratikind and
has no weakness save that of compassion for his
- fellow-men. It is not right for a humble devotee
to scan the qualities of' the “great 'miaster. His
"benignant smile, his serene faceand his “limpid elo-
"querice grip every oné that approaches him. Deeply
orthodox in his views he is yet very tolerant towards
his non-conforming countrymen. Firmin his con-
victions, he is moderate and soft in his comments
of others. ~The wings of 2000 years of venerated
tradition flutter round him and he is the shining
embodiment to millions of his “countryrmen, of the
spititual hefitage handed ‘down to us by one of the
greatest spiritual philosophers of 'the World, the
Great Sankara. 'The modern age is really blessed
by the presence of sach spiritual giants. May he
continue for long to shed his spiritual listre ‘and
“bestow his grace on his many disciples !

Wyl

-8l



X1Y

SRI GURUMAHIMA, #

[Brhmasri A. Sankara Sastrigal, Principal, Vai-
dika Dharma Samvardhani Sanskrit College,
Kallidaikurichi,]

Sringeri, on the banks of the Tunga river is
indeed a glorious spot hallowed by sacred memories.
Who has not heard of the name and fame of Sri
Nrisimha Bharati Swamin who adorned the Vyakh-
yana Simhasana of Sarada Pitha with conspicuous
ability and unparallelled glory. Blessed by such a
master Sri Chandrasekhara Bharati Swamin ascend-
ed the sacred pitha twentyseven years ago. Since
then our Mahaswamigal has been an outstanding ex-
ample of infinite love and kindness to all his votaries.
Constantly immersed in introspection, he has always
a beaming smile, a kind word, an approving nod or
an interesting enquiry to every one who seeks his
presence. Knowledge and modesty, light and sym-
pathy, Samadhi and concern for the welfare of
humanity—all these are blended in him to a really
remarkable degree. The titles as Bhagavatpujya-
pada, Suresvara, Vidyaranya, Abhinava Narasimha
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Bharati are no longer purely honorary but are en-
dowed with their full significance when applied to
Sri Chandrasekhara Bharati Swami. May he live
long to be the perennial source of joy and solace to
us teeming millions who are still whirling in the
ocean of samsara is my devout prayer.
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XY
VEDASVARUPAM. %

[Mahamahopadhyaya, Kalaprapurna, Tata Sub-
baraya Sastrigal, Vizianagaram.}]

Various opinions are held regarding the origin,
_eternality and authorship of the Vedas. A careful
examination of the several views, leads to the
following conclusions.

I. There was first the Yajur-Veda, alone, with-
out a beginning and of divine origin.

2. Vyasa picked out the Riks etc., from it and
made the four-fold division of the Vedas.

3. Thence, the seers who used specific portions
in the actual performance of the sacrificial
rites, made each his respecive recension, and
thus came into being the several branches of

each Veda.

4. Thus, the sequence in the recension of each
branch is solely the work of each individual
seer and therefore not beginningless.

5. The Taittiriya Sakha as we have it today is

indeed such a compilatic., by a particular seer
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who has mixed it up with portions from other
branches also ; hence its comparative moder-
nity.

6. The Ekagnikanda should have been the work
of a follower of the Apastamba school. Hence

the controversy regarding its genuineness as
part of the Yajurveda.

7. The Modern V-~yyakaranas accept the eter-
nality of the words only in the Vedas and not
that of the mantras also; while the modern
mimamsakas hold the divine origin of all that
is now known as Vedas.

The view of Western Scholars that all that 1s
contained in the Vedas is modern and non-

divine is certainly unacceptable.

8. There is certainly merit in the recitation of
the Veda according to the recensions that have
come down to us as these are possessed of the
merit attached to works of seers. Though
there is merit in Lhe recitation of each mantra
even individually, still the recitation tbat follows
the sequence adopted by the seers has mdeed
additional merit attached to it. That is why
this sequence is still practised by reciters even
now in preference to other considerations.

QCD—-&L:‘RL&FE,
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XYl
ACHARYASTAVAM. #

[Mahamahopadhyaya, Abhinavabhattabana,
. Panditaraja, R. V. Krishnamachariar,
Kumbakonam],

—— ve——

A gring of twentyone &anzas depicting the
yreatness of Srihgeri, the grandeur of the Advaita
Philosophy enunciated by Sri Sankarabhagavatpada,
.he achievements of his successors in the Sarada
Pitha, notably of Suresvara, Vidyaranya and
Sacchidananda Sivabhinava Nrisimha Bharati and
of Sri Chandrasekhara Bharati who is indeed like
the lamp lit from the parent lamp increasing and
excelling in all its brightness and radiance.
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XYII

The Greatness of Sringeri énd
of the Jagadgurus that adorned
the Vyakhyana Simhasana there.

[Sri Gurubhaktasikhamani, Sastra Prasara
Bhushana, T. K. Balasubrahmanya Iyer,

Srirangam.]

To write about the Greatness of Sringeri and
of the illustrious galaxy of holy personages that
adorned and even now do adorn the throne of
Vyakhyana Simhasana there, is a ‘tremendous ‘task
which requires much greater capacity and skill and
a more facile pen than | could ever hope to com-
mand. But when my esteemed friend Vidyasagara,
Vidyavachaspati, Professor P. P. Subrahmanya
Sadrigal pointed out to me that I, as the humblest
disciple of Their Holinesses the late and the present
Mahasvamigals of Sringeri, would be failing in my
duty if I do not respond to his kind invitation to
contribute my quota of love-offering to His Holiness
in this “Bhakta Kusumanjali”—*A respectful offer-
ing of flowers by the Bhaktas’—in the auspicious
occasion of the twenty-seventh year of His Holiness
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Syi Chandrasekhara Bharati Swamigal’s accession
to the throne of Vyakhyanasimhasana, 1 felt he was
right and so | immediately agreed to accede to his
wishes. Though fully alive to my shortcomings,
still, under a sense of duty, I offer this flower at the
lotus-feet of His Holiness with the fond hope that
its want of fragrance would be unperceived when
it is mixed up with the numerous exquisitely scented
flowers gathered from eminent Scholars and ardent
Devotees from all parts of our sacred Motherland
and that this lower would be acceptable to His
Holiness because He is stregzaaraasa@s: as well
as iEr@ga®: He looks to the spirit with which it
is offered and not to the outward forms.

Remote from all worldly @trife and seated in
the heart of Nature in all her true glory and Majesty
stands Sringeri, that hallowed spot, hallowed for
all times by the footsteps of the Deer-born Sage
Sri Rishyasringa and of Sri Sankaracharya “that
wonderful boy of sixteen whose writings are the
wonders of the world” as Swami Vivekananda put
it. Vibhandaka, a sage of old who had tasted the
‘sweets’ of the world and found them both sour and
unhealthy became, by a curious combination of
circumstances possible in those days, the father of a
child born of a deer and found himself responsible
for the proper upbringing of the child. Wise as
he was, he thought that the easiest way to keep his
son unpolluted by the world was to keep him in
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ignorance of it, so much so that even when the boy
had grown up to manhood he had never set eyes
on any other human being beside his own father
and was quite unaware that there existed a variety
of human beings called women. It so chanced,
however, that the kingdom of a neighbouring king
—King Romapada— was suffering from Dvadasa
Varsha Kshama and the king was advised that it
would disappear instantaneously if that innocent
child of the forest—Sage Rishyasringa—would bless
his kingdom with a touch of his holy feet. On the
advice of his minifters the king sent some fair
women to the forest to bring down the sage. These
women were afraid of the anger of the parent sage,
Vibhandaka, and so approached the hermitage when
_the father was absent. The innocent boy, $truck
with their soft transparent skin as contrasted with
the hardened and sun-burnt bodies of himself and
his father, with their flowing hair quite unlike the
matted locks familiar to him, with the delicious
sweetmeets which they brought with them and
presented to him as fruits available in their hermit-
age and with ever so many contrads felt himself
attracted towards the women whom he regarded as
sages of a different clime. The latter, apprehensive
of the sudden return of the father, left hagily with
a parting invitation to the boy-sage to go to their
hermitage said to be close by. Since then, the mind
of the boy unzccustomed to such strange and
wonderful phenomena began to dwell upon them
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and became oppressed by a sense of want-—a painful
and at the same time an exciting sensation. He
finally decided to avail himself of the invitation and
started on his way to the ‘hermitage’ of the sages
who so kindly visited him the other day and who
alone he felt were capable of removing the oppres-
sion of his mind. King Romapada, learning that
the boy-sage had started from the hermitage was
waiting to receive him at the frontiers of his kingdom
and the instant_the holy sage touched the soil of
his kingdom, the heavens powered down such life-
giving showers as the couniry had not experienced
for several years before. The king, thankful for
the favour done to him, showed his gratitude in his
own way by offering his foster-daughter Santa—
the daughter of his friend King Dasaratha—in
marriage to the sage who duly accepted her and
remained in the palace of the king as an honoured
guest for some time. It was during his stay there
that Dasaratha, king of Ayodhya, took him to his
own kingdom to officiate in the Putrakameshti
which was to give him his beloved sons Sri Rama
and others. Sage Rishyasringa though feeling that
his married life also was not without its merits in its
giving him an opportunity to take a leading part in
the ushering in of Sri Rama, the personification of
Dharma, felt himself called back to his native forest
which with its innocent and holy atmosphere was
such a strong contrast to the Court of a King. He
accordingly retired once more to the forest so
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tongenial to him and spent the remainder of his life
in contemplation on the Supreme Being. When
he kicked off his mortal coil, a lightning flash was
seen to issue from his body and disappear in the
linga he was worshipping as the physical symbol and
manifestation of the formless Absolute, The Linga
is still to be seen at the temple at Kigga, a village
about 6 miles from the town of Sringeri. Unlike
other lingas, this linga is invested with a horn on its
head to show the disappearance therein of the deer-
born sage who had a single horn on his head in
token of the animal-mother who had the fortune to
bear him in her womb. This linga has further got
the figure of Saata also in its left side. The Linga
which was the special obje® of wership of sage
'Vibhandaka and into which he himself disappeared
at the close of his earthly life is installed on the
summit of a hillock situated in the centre of the
Sringeri town otherwise known as Vibhandaka
Tapovana and is known as Malahanikaresvara.

It is no wonder that such a hallowed spot was
selected by Sri Sankaracharya for the founding of
his first and premier Mutt. r'radition has it that
when the great philosopher had exposed the fallacy
of all the numerous Avaidic creeds that flourishcd
in this land of Bharata Varsha and was on the look-
out for a convenient and holy place where he could
found an Institution which would last for all times
spreading the truths of the Advaita Vedanta, he
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happened to come to Sringeri where, while he, along
with other great personages, was performing his
anushthana in the river Tunga, he saw a serpent at
a particular place, now known as Kappe Sankara,
spread out its hood to keep off the scorching sun
from a frog in the throes of confinement. He was
gruck with the sandily of such a place which
infused love in the hearts of even natural enemies.
It is said that he himself spent there over 12 years
of his all-too-precious and short life of 32 years.
This fact by itself will give us an idea of the great
love that he had for this holy spot.

In spite of the modern conditions of society
and of the levelling tendency consequent on the
facilities of communication, Sringeri §ill possesses
that exhilarating atmosphere of holiness quite in
contrast with the suffocating and enervating elements
elsewhere.  Sage Vibhandcka's hill has drawn
round itself a little town and the Mutt, perhaps a
thatched rocf at the time of Sri Sankaracharya, now
owns extensive and palatial buildings and the temple
of Sri Sarada, which probably consisted of a mere
yantra carved on arock by Sri Sankaracharya, now
stands forth a magnificent edifice in stone. But for
these and other alterations which Time and Man
are responsible for, the Sringeri of old remains as
ever before. It has lost none of. its sancity but
has, on the other hand, gained the additional
advantage of having been the seat of the worthy
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saints who have graced the Mutt since the time of
Sri Sankaracharya.

[tisidle to attempt an authentic history of
the life and times of the Great Sri Sankaracharya
when scholars who have specialised in the ransack-
ing of old records are unable to arrive at any’
definite conclusion as regards his date and when the
dates variously suggested by them range from 509
B.C. to 788 A. D. ie., for a period of nearly
thirteen hundred years. | may mention, however,
that the Sringeri tradition gives a date between
these two limits and that date viz. 44 8. C. is
probably nearer the truth. Whatever it be, it
matters very little when and where Sri Sankara
was born. The permanent charm of his name lies
undoubtedly in the Advaita philosophy he taught
then and for ever to India and the world at large.
He wrote for all and for all times, The system of
Advaita philosophy which he formulated, sysemised
and preached, knew no limitations of time or place.
It is pre-eminently universal and eternal. It is the
source of much-needed peace and happiness to
mankind: it is the law and life of every action; it is
the balm of all evil. One touch of it makes the
whole world kin. It puts new life in action, new -
meaning in words, new vitality in forms and new
ideas in thought. The Advaita philosophy he
preached is the Gospel of Nature—Nature, not as
understood by Jdogmatic materialism, but Nature, the
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source and support of all life and all love. It throws
a bridge across the wide gulf of country and country,
nation and nation, caste and cafte and individual
and individual. Thus it melts all shadow of separate-
ness into the substance of unity. Says the Mager in
his inimitable Manisha Panchakam — *“In that thing,
the inner being of all, the billowless ocean of native
bliss and light, what means this nightmare of
separateness, creating disin@ion of Brahmana and
Chandala and so on.” All philosophy has from of
old been defined as the search after the One in the
many, and if any one has successfully solved the
problem of ‘One in many’, ‘Unity in- variety’ in
its social, religious and political application, it is
this one man of his age—nay of all ages,—Sri. San-
karacharya. Let this universal aspec of his teach-
ings be never absent from our minds. To those

who are fortunate enough to be able to acquaint

themselves with his invaluable works, devotion and

gratitude for him will of themselves gush forth from

their hearts and they care not for the numerous
Stories that have gathered round his name, for to .
them his flowing language, his lucid, chaste and
powerful &yle, his ftern logic, his balanced expres-

sion, his universal, unse®arian, fearless and loving
exposition, his unshakeable faith in the Vedas and
his manifold other qualities perceivable in his works
convey an idea of his unique greatness which no

number of &ories can adequately convey. To the
others, however, who are denied in this life the
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immeasurable haypiress of tadling the sweetness: of
his work, the ftories concerning his earthly life are
not without their value in as much as they convey
to them, ever so feebly, an idea of his many-sided

greatness,

Of the chief incidents in his life, there is not
much variation among the several accounts going by
the name of Sankara Vijayas. Though, of recent
years, some attempts are being made to discount the
authority of Madhava’s Sankara Vijaya, pick out a
few slokas therefrom, adding a few others, palm
them off on the public as ‘Patanjali Charita’ ‘Vyasa-
chaliya’ and so on as the ‘“‘original works” from
which Madhava ‘fole’, Madhava 4ill remains the
Qanding authority on Sankara'’s life. Sri Sankara
was born of Sivaguru and Aryamba at Kaladi in the
Kerala country, logt his father in his 3rd year, got
Gayatri initiation in his 5th year and made rapid
srides in the acquisition of knowledge. In his
8th year he obtained with great difficulty the
consent of his mother and took up Sanyasa. He
gtarted in quest of a competent teacher whom he
eventually found on the banks of the Narmada in
Govinda Bhagavatpada, the disciple of Gaudapada.
.He stayed with his Guru for some time and then
under his command, he went to Benares and Badari
where he composed his unrivalled and unequalled
Bhashyas on the Prasthanatraya. He started
from there to see Kumarila Bhatta, the champion
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of Karma Mimamsa, but was too late to hold any
discussion with him as the latter had commenced the
prayaschitta of slow death as a means of expiation
for the sin of Guruninda committed by him. How-
ever he conversed with him and as directed by him
went to meet his foremost disciple Mandana Misra,
The discussion with him, his eventual conversion to
the views of Sri Sankara and his taking up Sanyasa
as Suresvaracharya are all common knowledge.
Ere long Padmapadacharya, Hastamalakacharya
Totakacharya and a host of others became his
disciples. He started then on a Vijaya Yatra
throughout India, condemned unsastraic practices,
re-established Vedic observances, rid the society of
many evils that had begun to creep thereinto and
sap its vitals, and restored the Vedic religion, both
in its philosophical and practical aspects, lo its
pristine purity and glory. To safegaurd for ever
the maintenance of this purity he established four
Mutts in the four directions at Sringeri in the South,
Dwaraka in the West, Badari in the North and
Jagannath in the East and entrusted them to the
charge of the four disciples above-named. Before
his 32nd year he had done all this colossal work.
It passes one’s comprehension how he found time
and energy to do all this in addition to composing
the vast mass of literature that stands to his credit.
Itis no wonder that the succeeding generations
have always rightly looked up to him as an incarna-
tion of Lord Sankara himself,
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“Tradition and the Sankaravijayas bear out that
when Mandanamisra was worsted in the discussion
with Sri Sankara, his worthy wife, Ubhaya Bharati
or Sarasa Vani as she is variously called, refused to
acknowledge Sri Sankara as the vidtor when she,
the wife of Mandana Misra remained unvanquished.
Then disputation began‘ with her also, when feeling
that Sr1 Sankara was a perfec master in all branches
of knowledge, she proceeded to tackle him in
Kamasastra in which he could not have had a
pracdtical knowledge since he was a Brahmachari
Sanyasi. He pleaded with her for some time and
then entering the body of a king, Amaruka by name,
who had just then expired and revivifying it for a
short time, got the experience that he lacked and then
returned to his own body, till then entrusted to the
charge of his disciples. The moment Sarasvani saw
the Acharya return, she confessed herself vanquish-
ed and was about to depart to her native world—
Brahmaloka. Sri Sankara knowing that she was
an incarnation of Goddess Sarasvati as Mandana
Misra was of Brahma, bound her down by his
mantric powers and got her to promise that she
would follow him till he found a place suitable
enough to have her consecrated in some other form
capable of being worshiped by all. Such a place
he found at Sringeri where he carved a Sri Chakra
Yantra on a rock in the middle of the river Tunga.
The Goddess promised to be ever immanent there
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and then disappeared from mortal vision. This
incident which is accepted on all hands to be in the
main correct is advanced as an‘argument to discredit
the version that Suresvaracharya could not have
been the disciple chosen for the Sringeri Mutt as he
would not have consented to worship his own
“wife”. Those who advance this. argument fail to
see that if their view is corre@, Sri Sankara, the
incarnation of Mahesvara, could not have written
any Stanza in praise of Devi his “wife” as in fact he
has done. Sri Suresvaracharya’s Samadhi is &ill
preserved at Sringeri though it is to be regretted
not in the @tyle appropriate to an Acharya of such
greatness. Sri Suresvara’s inimitable Vartikas on
the Taittiriya and the Brihadaranyaka Upanishad
Bhashyas, his Manasollasa and Naishkarmyasiddhi
and his commentary on Yajnyavalkyasmriti convey
to us an idea of his erudition, the vastness of his
learning, the sincerity of his convictions and the
saintliness of his life. Next to Sri Sankara he
stands foremost in the field of Advaita and far above
all others except perhaps Srj Vidyaranya, an illugtri-
ous successor of his at Sringeri.

Sri Suresvaracharya was succeeded on the
throne of Sringeri by Bodhaghanacharya who in
turn was succeeded by Jnana Ghana. His succes.cr
was Jnanottama Acharya who was succeeded by
Jnana Giri. The succeeding three Acharyas were
Simha Giri, Isvara Tirtha and Narasimha Tirtha.

Next to nothing is known about these Acharyas.
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The next Acharya was the illugrious, Vidya
Tirtha the famous guru of the renowned Sri Vidya-
ranya the founder of the Vijayanagar Empire. He
was a deep erudite scholar well versed in all branches
of learning and also a great practical Yogi. His
wonderful madtery of the Vedas and his examplary
exposition of them has been recorded for all time
by his devoted disciple Vidyaranya in the two
simple but telling tanzas:—

=
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Sri Vidya Tirtha seems to have been variously
known as Vidya Sankara, Sankarananda etc. He
was a great Yogi and a specialit in what is known
as Lambika Yoga. He was in charge of the Mutt
for over 100 years from 1227 to 1333 A. D. one of
the most troublous periods in the history of Southern
India. It may well be conceived that the Mutt did
not escape the general confusion which prevailed at
the time and hence it is no matter {or surprise that
the life-history of this sage has been lost to us except
a vague tradition of his greatness.  From the
reverence which this sage commanded at the hands
of his disciples, Bharati Tirtha, Vidyaranya and
the kings of Vijayanagar, it is possible, in a measure,
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to conceive his greatness. The beautiful edifice
in stone which they have raised over the well into
‘which he retired in Lambika Yoga and was no
more seen in human body bears tefimony to that
reverence and his greatness. No visitor to Sringeri
can fail to notice it and be impressed with the
grandeur of the conception and the architectural art
of those times which made such a structure possible.
It contains in finely carved stone the essence of the
Puranas, the Yoga Saftras, Adtronomy and every
other subjec of practical interest. It is impossible to
adequately describe it. One must personally see it
to appreciate the unique nature of the Temple. In
this connection is worth mentioning the history of
an image preserved and worshipped at Simha-
giri (Hale-Sringeri) a few furlongs from Sringeri.
It has four faces whereon are respedively carved
the figures of Vidyasankara with his two disciples
Bharati Tirtha and Vidyaranya, Brahma, Vishnu
and Isvara. Lakshmi Narasimha is found carved
above these and the top is surmounted by a Linga,
the physical symbol of the Formless Absolute of
the Vedantin. The deity is called Chaturmurti
Vidyesvara. It is said that this image was the
model shown by Sri Vidyasankara to the people as
the one which his body would assume after 12
years of undisturbed Lambika Yoga. The one
condition he insisted was that after he entered the
well for the Lambika Yoga it should be covered
up entirely and the lid should on no account be
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opened for 12 years so that at the ‘expiry of the
period he may rise up to the surface in the shape
of the model shown in Simha Giri. Soon after the
sage entered the well, his disciples Bharati Tirtha
and Vidyaranya, with the help of the Vijayanagar
Kings commenced the construction of the marvellous
temple over the-well. Unfortunately for the world,
during the course of the condiruction an accidental
fall of a granite stone over the lid covering the well,
broke a corner oi ii revealing a flood of light within
in the centre of which was found the sage Vidya
Tirtha in Lambika Yoga. Bharcii Tirtha and
Vidyaranya were greatly perturbed at this but
they were informed by Vidya Tirtha that the pro-
mised phenomenon would no more occur as his
instructions were not adhered to. Accordingly a
fresh Linga was consecrated over the well into
which Vidya Tirtha disappeared and the model
image at Simhagiri was itself consecrated and wor-
ship instituted there. It is strongly believed that
this great Yogi—Sage Vidya Sankara—still exists in
the well in Lambika Yoga and hence only all the
Srimukhas issued from the Mutt goes under the
seal of Sri Vidyasankara even to-day.

We now pass on to Sri Bharati Tirtha who,
though the younger brother of Vidyaranya assumed
the Sannyasa Asrama three years in advance of his
brother i.e. in 1327 A. D. Bharati Tirtha and
Vidyaranya were natives of Ekasila Nagara or

k3
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Warangal as.it is popularly called. The former start.
ed on a tour of pilgrimage and came -to Sringeri in
due couse, where he, coming under the holy influence
of Vidya Tirtha prayed for and obtained from him
admission into the Sannyasa Asrama. His brother
- not receiving any news started in search of him and
eventually found him at Sringeri as a Sannyasi.
He at once felt the greatness and the love of
renunciation of his brother though younger in age
and being a .great scholar himself decided upon
taking up Sannyasa, the ideal of every Brahmin’s
life and persuaded Vidya Tirtha to initiate him also.
The two brother Sannyasins lived at Sringeni for
some time till Vidyaranya was directed by his Guru
to obtain the approval of the learned scholars of the
time for his various works.

Bharati Tirtha eventually succceded his Guru
as Acharya in 1333 A. D. and occupied the throne
for 47 years. This is one of the most momentous
periods in the history of India for the great Hindu
Empire of Vijayanagar was founded just about that
time in 1336 by his brother, Vidyaranya, who felt
that the only way of pies rving the sacred religion
of the land was to retain the temporal power in
the hands of Hindu Rulers. He felt also that the
time when intrinsic merit commanded respect and
obedience from the lay public was passing away
rapidly and that, if the Acharyas of the sacred
inftitution founded by Sri Sankaracharya were to
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retain their influence for good, the ingitution mug
be placed in a position of temporal independence
and mu# be so conducted as to altrac the attention
of and retain the hold on the minds of the devotees.
He, accordingly, consecrated a golden image of Sri
Sarada in place of the sandalwood image which
was there from the time of Sri Sankaracharya. He
renovated the temple and also the Mutt buildings.
In the year of founding the Vijayanagar kingdom
he had the Vidya Sankar Temple also built. He
persuaded the Vijayanagar king to make grants to
Bharati Tirtha and himself of extensive properties
with a beriz of about 3000 pagodas between the
years 1345 and 1386 A. D. From these properties
lands with a beriz of about 600 pagodas were
assigned to ‘150 Brahmanas who were persuaded to
accept the same and settle near the Mutt. Such is
the beginning of the present town of Sringeri.

Sri Vidyaranya, the next Acharya who adorned
the throne of Sringeri is a figure unique in the
history of any land. His magerful intelled, his vagt
learning, his deep erudition, his voluminous literary
output especially his Veda Bhashyas, his unrivalled
power for consolidating heterogenous forces, his
capacity for organisation at a time when the Hindu
society was in the greatest disorder and the numer:
ous other peculiar characteridtics of his have evoked
the admiration and respect of all. He felt the call
of his country and his religion so keenly that he
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came out of his retirement and helped to form the
Hindu kingdom of Vijayanagar and it is well known
that its greatness and rapid rise was mainly due to
his influence and his control at the helm. He was
its guiding force and moving spirit. Yet it is a
matter for regret that there is no authentic higiory
of this unique personage except the account given
in the Guruvamsa Kavya. It says that Sri Vidya-
ranya retired to the Virupaksha hill for contempla-
tion after his tour in Northern India. While there
'he was requested by a Brahma Rakshas called
Sringi to renovate a ruined town called Vijaya-
nagar near the Matanga Hill. He accordingly
went to that hill when he was approached by
Madhava and Sayana, the two mantris of Pratapa
Rudra. They prayed to him to bless them with
progeny. The sage replied that they could not have
progeny in that life and as their main aim was to
perpetuale their names to posterity, they might
publish in their own names the voluminous commen-
taries on the Vedas and the several other works
written by Vidyaranya himself and that the works
should henceforth attain fame as Sayana’s and
Madhava's. The defeat of Pratapa Rudra, at the
hands of the Sultan of Delhi, the flight of the
princes, their taking refuge with Vidyaranya and
their final coronation in the new kingdom of Vijaya-
nagar are all vividly described in the Guruvamsa
Kavya. This account unsettles many of our old
notions and makes Madhava distint from Vidya-
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ranya. Sri Vidyaranya attained Siddhi- at Viru-
paksha near Hampi after a short period of six years
as the Head of the Sringeri Mutt. His age at the
time of his Samadhi was 119. The grateful Kin'g
Harihara 1l gave away extensive lands with a beriz
of 500 pagedas close to Sringeri and the village
thus granted was named Vidyaranyapura in reverent
memory of his Guru,

As the three illustrious Acharyas—Vidyatirtha,
Bharati Tirtha and Vidyaranya— eclipsed by their
greatness those who immediately preceeded them,
they equally eclipsed their immediate successors.
The latter by their erudition and purity of spiritual
life commanded the admiration and respec of all but
nothing special is known about them till we come to
the 27th Acharya Sri Sacchidananda Bharati.
Any visitor to the Malahanikaresvarar Temple on
the hill in the centre of Sringeri town will be &ruck
with the strange phenomenon of a stone pillar
(Dhvaja Stambha) which sounds hollow at the back
and has a rough protrusion in the front resembling
the figure of Sri Ganesa. It is said that when this-
Acharya visited this temple for the first time and
noticed the absence of any Ganesa image there, he
took up a piece of turmeric and carved an outline
of Ganesa on the Dhvajagambha opposite the
Garbhagriha and offered Puja to th. same. Ever
since then the image of Sri Ganesa is slowly but
seadily bulging out in full relief making the granite
stone hollow inside.
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The next two Acﬁaryas kept up the traditions
of the Mutt. It is said of the next Acharya (the
30th) Sri Sacchidananda Bharati, who was a con-
temporary of Haidar Ali and Tippu Sultan, that
Purnayya, their famous prime minigter, did not quite
relish the life of seeming indolence which that
Acharya was reputed to be leading owing to his
apparent partiality to the game of chess, When
the Acharya was once at Mysore, the wise Minister
thought it a good opportunity to teach a lesson to
the former and accordingly convened an assembly
of eminent Pandits from whom he chose one to
hold a disputation with the Acharya. The Acharya
coolly accepted the polite challenge but insisted on a
curtain being thrown in front of him as it did not
behove the dignity of a Jagadguru to hold direct
discussion with anybody else. The condition was
accepted and the discussion began and soon
assumed a very superior level to the great aonish-
ment of all assembled. As hours passed on,
Purnayya thought he heard inside the curtain
the voice of a woman instead of that of the
Acharya and impelled by curiosity he slightly pushed
aside the curtain and peeped in. Imagine his
surprise when he found Sri Sarada herself there in
human form and imagine his greater surprise when
he found the same figure slowly transform itself into
that of the Acharya. He drew aside the curtain
immediately and prostrated himself at the feet of
His Holiness with repeated prayers for pardon for
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g{_'esumfng to doubt his greatriess. Thevve_ry respeci-
ful letters addressed to the Mutt by the two Maha-
madan Rulers, Haidar Ali and Tippu Sultan, bear
testimony to the great veneration in, which he was
held thereafter by them.

The next Acharya Abhinava Sacchxdananda
Bharati reigned for only three years. The 32nd
Acharya was the great Tapasvi and Yogi Sti
Narasimha Bharati who occupied the seat for over
sixty years, forty of which he spent on'travels.
He was very particular always to preserve the
dignity of the Mutt. He travelled all over
India thrice and in all his travels, to whichever
State he went he insited—and by his Tapasic
power enforced it—that the several Rsjas and’
Maharajas and other nobles accorded to him
as the head of the Premier Mutt, the highest
honours which it was possible for them to ‘Lestow.
He made several Maharajas and Nobles to welcomé
him some miles away from their capital towns,
themselves walking all the way back, holding the
golden palanquin in which the Acharya was seated,
His intense tapas made every one obey his behests
whatever they may be, le@t they should incur his
cucses which always tock immediate effec. He
lived for the last more than forty years of his life
on seven roasted wrissnds every day and hence
was popularly known as wniésrd Swami. He
had conquered both hunger and sleep and hence
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was knoewn as Ugra Swami. Day and night he
was always seated in front of his Puja doing tapas
while his hands were busy doing archanas.- In this
podture he was seen once by Col. Bowring, the then
chief Commissioner in Mysore, in the dead of night
and ever since then he evinced a very high regard
for His Holiness as also for the Mutt. Once while
at Sringeri the Swami had sent word to Gokarnam
that he would be visiting that place for the worship
of Sri Mahabalesvar there on a particular day and it
so happened that on that particular day he could not
go there as promised owing to some physical illness,
but strange to say, while the servants were attending
on him for his illness at Sringeri, the agents of the
Mutt at Gokarnam received him there on that very
day in right royal style, took him to the Temple
with all honors and saw him depart immediately to
Sringeri. This incident shows what a great Siddha
he was. Limitations of space prevent the narration
of the numerous incidents in the life of this great
Sage illustrating his rigid asceticism, his marvellous
yogic powers, his tremendous tapasic energy, his
unrivalled will-power, his innate purity and his
deep piety. He was a master of several languages.
Twelve years before his departure, with the help of
his disciple the then Maharaja of Mysore, he took
the boy Sivaswami, the son of Kunigal Rama
Sastrigal, the Court Pandit at Mysore, then 8 years
of age, as his disciple, initiated him inte the Sannyasa
Asrama with the name of Sri Sacchidananda
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Sivabhinava Nrisimha Bharati and nominated' him
as his successor.  After touring in South India for
nearly twelve years with this young Sannyasi
disciple, he returned to Sringeri and shufled off his
mortal coil in the year 1878 at the age of 82.

The 33rd Acharya Sri Sacchidananda Sivabhi-
nava Nrisimha Bharati Swami was undoubtedly
an incarnation of the original Sri Sankaracharya
himself.  On the very day he became a Sannyasin,
it was rather late in the evening when all the
necessary rites were finished and when the Sringeri
Jagadguru found this young boy of only 8 years of
age naturely tired, he asked him to retire and when
the marvellous young Swami went to sleep, heuttered
in his sleep the following grand truth for the realisa-
tion qf which the most learned people yearn in vain
viz. @4isEq thus giving out for the first time a glimpse
of his universality. Since then, day by day, he
became the cynosure of all eyes. His winning
personality, his smiling countenance,. his many-sided
learning, his broad sympathy, his child-like simpli-
city, his charming innocence, his eager thirst for
knowledge, his intense solicitude for the welfare of
all, his religious zeal, his earnest belief in the Sastras,
his rigorous penance, his innate purily, his easy
accessibility, the nobility of his mind, the breadth of
his views, the magnanimity of his temper, -his
universal kindness, his engaging conversation, his
retentive memary, and last though not least, his -
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magnificent generosity—all these attracted towards
him every living soul that came near him. His aéti-

vities were many-sided. His knowledge was omni-

scient. His devotion was intense. His sympathy was

universal and his purity- contagious. The magnetic

force of his wonderful personality was such that

one word, nay one smile or even one look, was quite

enough to convert even the mo@ indifferent of
persons into his mo& ardent and obedient of devotees.

He cared not for riches. He cared not for position.

Nothing but Bhakti could draw people to him. He

was grand in his simplicity, mighty in his learning,

deeply earnest in his Bhakti, unbounded in !is
kindness, extremely pleasant in conversations, besides
being a great Raja Yogi and a Siddha of a very

high order. It is impossible to adequately describe

in words this va&t storehouse of knowledge, this

boundless ocean of Bhakti, this original fountain-

head of mercy, this undefiled source of purity, this

personal embodiment of all virtues and this perfect

type of rigorous renunciation. His was a life of
resolute good, unalterable will, and quenchless desire
of Universal happiness.

The congtru@ion of the palatial “Chandra-
mowlisvarar Thotti” and the renovation of the
buildings at Sringeri, the confiru@ion of the
magnificent Mutt buildings and the founding of the
Sanskrit College for higher ftudies in Vedanta and
Mimamsa at Sankarapuram Bangalare, the ferretling .
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out of the exaa bll’l!lpldt.e of the original Sri
Sankaracharya at Kalati in North Travancore and
the building thereon of two temples—one for Sri
Sankara and the other for Sri Sarada as represent-
ing his mother—and the magnificent flight of Steps
for the river Purna whlch flows in front of the two
temples, —these are some of the outward signs of
prosperity that accrued to the Mutt during His
Holiness" reign and which strike the ‘imagination of
the ordinary public. In 1907 he undertook his lagt
triumphant tour to Ramesvaram and Kalati for the
installation of the image of Sri Sankara and Sri
Sarada at the latter place and for the releasing of
Kalati from the cruel curse inflited on it by the
original Sankaracharya. On his return to Sringeri
in 1911 he felt his life’s work was done and so

attained Videha Mukti in March 1912.

He was succeeded by Sri Chandrasekhara
Bharatl Swanmigal, the present Jagadguru, in the year
1912. The first work that he took upon himself
was the completion of the Temple of Sri Sarada at
Sringeri begun by thelate Acharya and the building
of a Temple for the late Mahaswamigal at the
place of his Samadhi. The buildings were com-
pleted in 1916 and the.celebrations in conneétion
with the consecration equalled only those at-Kalati
at the time of the installation there by the previous
Acharya in 1910. Heis very much attached to
the previous Acharya and is always meditating on’
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Him so- much so that In-accordance with the
Brhﬁmra-keeta Nyaya, his physical form has im-
percepiibly changed and now resembles the previ-
ous Acharya in all respedts. No wonder people
often mistake him for his predecessor. He stands
unrivalled, nay unequalled, in learning. He is Santi
personified. He is very particular in walking in the
‘footsteps of his Guru Maharaj. He had a Patasala
and Agrahara built at Kalati. He acquired the
house at Mysore in which his Guru the late Maha-
swamigal was born as also the adjoining sites and
had a magnificent Temple erected thereon in which
the marble ftatue of H. H. the late Mahaswamigal
was consecrated in the year 1927 on the return of
His Holiness from his South Indian tour. He js
also-a Yogi and Tapasvi and his only recreation is
in his books.. His deep learning and his learned
discourses in simple Sanskrit have evoked the pro-
found- admiration of all scholars throughout India.
A living embodiment of all virtues, ever eager for
the welfare and prosperity of all living creatures, a-
typical Guru-Bhakta, he leads a life of plain living
and high thinking spreading all around him an
atmosphere of peace and purity. May he continue,
for a-long time to come, to shed divine lugtre and
blessings on all is the earnest prayer of one and all
of his disciples.

Some eight years ago His Holiness adopted
a disciple and after initiating him into the Sannyasa-
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stama gave him the name of Abhinava Vidya Tirtha.
He is now undergoing teaching and (raining at
Sringeri and is expected to succeed to the Peetha as
the 35th Acharya. He is already giving good
promise of maintaining the fair name and tradition
of the Mutt. By the grace of the Goddess Sri
Saradambal, the prestige and dignity of the Sringeri
Mutt will surely continue undiminished for ever. -

The records of the Sringeri Mutt bear ample
evidence to the great regard and veneration which
the several ruling Princes of India including non-
Hindu Rulers like the Nizam of Hyderabad and
the East India Company had for the Acharyas.
They have issued orders under the sign manual of
their respective Governments that the Government
Officers should afford all help possible to the
Acharyas in seeing that the commands of the latter
as regards religious.observances or concerning religi-
ous delinquents were strictly enforced and carried
into effect.  Such orders form a striking contrast to
the present-day regime of “religious neutrality” and
“Social Reform™ which is but another name for
mere negation of religion. In those days the Rulers
realised that that alone was the right neutrality
which insisted on a Hindu conforming to his own
religious practices, a Mahammedan to his and so on.
They realised further that if they did not interest
themselves in the maintenance of the respective
religions of their subjects they would be really shirk-
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ing ‘the grave responsibility which abided in them
as rulers. In these days, on the contrary, the
Government considers it part of their duly to enad
several irreligious laws and compel people to give
up their religious observances under pain of punish-
ment otherwise. This is a matter of great concern
to the present Acharya causing diflurbance lo his
peace of mind.

The Mutt maintains an Adhyayana Patasala,
a.Sanskrit College and a Dharmasala at Sringeri
and in spite of the fa¢t that Sringeri is nearly 60
miles away from the nearet Railway dation, the
students are still atiracted to the Indtitution because
of the high character of the education and training
imparted there and the facilities available there to
prosecute their fudies unhampered by other worries.
The Acharya himself sometimes takes up the teach-
ing of advanced courses of ftudy in Tarka or
Vedanta if ardent students desire to specialise in
those subjects. Some of them are selected and sent
to the Bangalore Sanskrit College for advanced
courses of study,

One word about Sri Sarada and 1 conclude.
The chief greatness of Sringeri consifts in Sri Sara-
dambal’s living presence there. Her Temple and
her image are the chief attractions of the place. The
very sight of the golden image of Sri Sarada with
its beaming countenance, sparkling eyes and benign
smile is so bewitching that it sends a thrill of joy in
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the hearts of the devotees. The prbmise Sri
Saradamba made to Sri Sankara to be ever im-
manent in the image on the Sri Chakra consecrated
in the middle of the Tunga river at Sringeri is being
faithfully kept up as will be evidenced by all visitors
to Sringeri. Sri Sarada is not an image there but
a living presence infusing awe and reverence in the
minds of all bhaktas and guiding the degtinies of the
Mutt entrusted to her care by Sri Sankara and
spreading far and wide the tenets of the wonderful
Advaita philosophy formulated and preached by
Sri Sankara. The Pujas petformed to her by the
illustrious sages that occupied the Sringeri Peetha
ever since her consecration have greatly added to
the splendours of the divine manifestation in the
Image and thus she transcends all the qualified
conceptions known as the Trimurtis and their limit-
ed Saktis. She comprehends all these and hence is
9¥ §9ar.  In the Temple at Sringeri she reigns all
alone supreme asthe Turiya Devata, as the physical
manifestation of the Formless Absolute. Hence
only Sri Sankara has described her as being wor-
shipped by all the Trimurtis and as his mother.

CEISIEREIE CE e EIE]
agsq;garqﬂﬂ‘ﬁﬁﬁim |
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His Holiness the late Mahaswamigal has stated
that after seeing Sri Saradambal there is nothing
more left for him to do.

AZTIASITAFA (AU
ARG @TAY |
JE T RIE (L i LD
fas qi F& soiaatea |

With the last pada as the burden of the song
he has composed 64 slokas and in the 65th he says:

w3 aRgd: gagRRsuiaaEagm

FARGAFAAT FIMSHBENIAT AT |
dqniqiaFigi agassAaghaagi

WFFT TRQF AT AT LT 1)

The present Acharya in his stolra says that he

will not mention ecven by name any other  Devata
and that Sri Sarada alone is his Devata.
ReararAag ;amﬁamﬁﬂ!rfflzisal(iﬁi‘éx

KA gAY AMFIA: GFq Ay FZAT |
gFERtAIaTA g gy ImasIsTaqg

ar Al wa 399 aRad s asnaa )

A TG FR PR TINCEATATGE 2
AN AUGCALT T L Hea I gy |
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With these tributes of the three Acharyas to
the greatness of Sri Saradambal I conclude and beg
to lay this apology of a flower al the lotus feet of

His Holiness.
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XYIII

Sri Chandrasekhara Bharati
and Sringeri,

[Brahmasri V. V', SrinivasaiAiyangar, B.A. B.L.
Advocate, Retired. High Court Judge of
Madras, Madras.]

On the mention of His Holiness, the picture
that is conjured up in my mind’s eye is that of what
is denoted by that wonderful and unique Sanskrit
expression “‘Atmavan” (SIEAR)

I doubt whether there is any word in any of
the other languages of the world with the same
meaning and connotation. They say the absence
in any language of a special word for any particular
thing indicates the absence of the thing itself to the
knowledge of those who speak the language. With
reference to particular aspeds or points of view the
same would seem to be more true.

Saints and Sages may be found not only in
India but elsewhere, in this vag and wondrous
world. But of this genus, I venture to think, the
particular species I have indicated by the term
“Atmavan” is indigenous to India and peculiar to



its cultural heritage. A volume may be written
about that word alone. Perhaps this is the volume.

I have read somewhere of vast and tremendous
cyclones in what is called the Pacific Ocean and of .
the existence at the centre of all such turmoil of a
circumscribed dnd small area of absolutely undis-
turbed peace and quiet. That is Sringeri and that
is His Holiness of Srmgen *

Though not a disciple of his by rites, I think
I may be one by rights. I have had the pleasure
and privilege of being admitted by His Holiness =ven
into close intimacy. He is not a speaker or even
a talker. He cannot claim perhaps to be a brilliant
or bewitching conversationali®. He impresses
you by what he is, the whole of him,.his personality,
steady, self-possessed and fulfilled with ether-world-
liness in thought, word and deed. He says nothirig
or very little, but nevertheless you feel splrltually
influenced by his presence, not indeed as if by eléaric
current or the warm waves of the blazing sun but in
the manner of the soft and cool rays of the golden
moon adorning the head of the God after whom he
had been named. Perhaps for that very reason, his
characerigtic spiritual influence does not pass through
or pass out of the devotee, but so to say, irrigates
his entire personality, imperceptibly and little by
little. One cannot but see that His Holiness has
learnt all that has to be learnt. But whatever he
has heard or ftudied has been imbibed by him and

-89



has become the blood and bone of his spiritual body.
He has not therefore put away and preserved like
many others in his armorial shelves pieces of fire-
_works for dialectic display. That has never been
in his line nor could it have been. Though it may
seem an inconsidlency in the English language, his
outlook has been increasingly. inward. He lives in
religion and spirituality is the very breath of his life.
A dedicated devotce, his realisation of his oneness
with the Supreme God has made him not proud or
contemptuous but only humble and helpful. The
pomp and power of the apostolic throne he adorns
today have not touched him and overpowering is his
own sense of absolute detachment from all things
earthly. He is worthily filling the high and holy seat
adorned by a most distinguished line of saints, sages
and scholars in unmterrupted apostolic succession
commencing from His High Holiness Adi Sankara-
charya.  This is the highed praise that can be
bedowed on anv living man. The soul of His
Holiness is limpid as the waters of the Tunga that
flows through his Asrama, shining like the Sarada
he worships, fultlled with Santi like his own
Sringeri and blissful like the Lord whom he cherishes
in his heart asleep or awake. It is my carnca
request to all who have not yet visited Sringeri or
worshipped at the fcet of His Holiness that they
should do so on the earliest possible day if they are
not determined to miss a life’s experience and a life’s
opportunity. Many ycars ago, when 1 visited
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Sringeri for the first time, I felt so overpowered
by what all I saw that there and then 1 wrote a
sonnet in English which | take leave to publish
herewith, if only in that manner to convey to all, a
sens¢ of my surging feelings of which it represents
only a small fraction.

TO SRINGERI.

———

“At last | have found thee my dream of years

Realised on earth, e’en cn this earth of dreams:

Thee, hiding coy and safe, from fear it seems,

Of worldly vandals and their vulgar sneers :

The chosen land of him the sage of seers

Who saw that all that was, was onc and taught

That all that seems divided is but naugit,

And fetched forth God on Earth and fooled our
{ears.

Thou nestling land of peace, of health supreme

Midst beauteous woods and circling rampart hills,

Of contemplation, of joy serene that hlls

Of the beaming Goddess by the rippling stream :

Thou hallowed land of saints and bliss divine

Grant me thal mine may e’er abide in thine.”

\ivius.




XIX

Sri Jagadguru Chandrasekhara
Bharati Swamigal.

[Brahmasri Vidvacchirobhushana, Vidyavisarada,
Kunigal Rama Sastri, Palace Dharmadhzkarz,

Mpysore State]

His Holiness Sri Chandrasekhara Bharati
was born at Sringeri in 1892 A. D. in the cyclic
year Nandana. In his youth he was known by the
name Narasimha. Narasimha was born of a family
of Sanskrit scholars, well known for their erudition
and deep piety. His parents, Gopala Sasiri and
Lakshmi gave birth to fourteen children, all of whom
except young Narasimha soon left their parents for
eternal re¢.  Anxious beyond measure that young
Narasimha at least should be spared, they gladly
placed him under the care of His Holiness the
Jagadguru Sri Sacchidananda Nrisimha Bharati
Sw.migal, who thence-after arranged for the higher
education of the boy at Bangalore.

Realising early the extraordinary intelligence
of young Narasimha and experiencing personally
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his ready wit and-natural devotion - to service and
duty, His Holiness saw to it that his young devotee
was trained for the high office of becoming his
successor by placing him under competent and
experienced. scholars:

On the completion of his studies in Nyaya at
Sringeri, young Narasimha was examined by His
Holiness. Realising his quick grasp and extra-
ordinary intelligence, His Holiness sent him to
Bangalore to receive further training in Mimamsa
and Vedanta under the bet of teachers at the
College recently started by His Holiness.

It was just a year after reaching Bangalore
that young Narasimha had the shock of his life
when he was -told that his beloved- Narsimha
Bharati Swamigal had shuffled off his mortal coil and
had .also nominated him as hls successor at- Srmgerl

In 1912 His Holmess Chandrqsekhara
Bharati Swamigal ascended the Vyakhyana Simha-
sana of Sringeri and continued his further fudies
and perfected them by teaching a band of seiedt
pupils.

The next eleven years (1912-1924) were
spent at Sringeri by His Holiness Chandrasekhara
Bharati in carrying out all the duties pertaining to
his high office. The construction and consecration

of a temple to his guru Sri Sacchidananda Sivabhi-
nava Nrisimha Bharati Mahaswamigal at Sringeri in
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the presence of His Highness the Maharaja Krishna
Raja Wadayar of Mysore and the completion of
the temple to Sarada, also.at Sringeri, are two of
the outstanding achievements of His Holiness during

2

this period.

In 1924 His Holiness started on a tour of
pilgrimage to Kalati, the birthplace of Adi San-
karacharya and Ramesvaram. ~His march through
the several places of South India was a triumphal
progress of the World-Teacher instructing some
and advising others and ingilling into all an
unshakeable devotion to the everlaging principles
of Truth inculcated in the Vedas and the Sastras.
Whilst at Kalaii, he arranged for the coné’truétioh
of a big Pathasala for the study of the Vedas and
the Vedanta on traditional lines. On his return
journey, he visited the birthplace of his Guru
Sri Sacchidananda Sivabhinava Bharati Swami and
erected a magnificent temple to commemorate for all
time the love and devotion of a pupil to his

Master.

All through the twenty-seven years of His
Pontificate, His Holiness Sri Chandrasekhara
Bharati Swami has always been engaged in closely
following in the footsteps of his Great Master, in
learning and teaching, in establishing schools and
colleges for higher instruction in the Sastras, in build-
ing temples of worship and in constructing Asramas
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and Mutts to enable his pupils and devotees to put
into practice their book-learning. And as a mark of
further devotion to His Guru, His Holiness has just
completed the commentary on Sri Sankara’s Viveka-
Chudamani, begun and left unfinished by his Guru.
This last work is indeed a mirror of all the richness
and subtlety of intelle® of Sri Chandrasekhara
Bharati Swamigal and is-bound to prove to be of
the utmost help to all those who desire an authori-
tative guide to the truths of Advaita Vedanta.

Such a world-teacher, who, both by precept
and example, still continues the unbroken tradition
of the ancient and sacred Pitha at Sringeri and
maintains it with grace and glory, who radiates
peace and joy on all those who come in contact with
him and drives away all thought of mundane ills
and woes by his mere sight, who has always a kind
word or an encouraging smile to all his devotees
and urges them on to face their onward march,
with hope and faith--May He who has blest us
with His Presence these twenty-seven years as Our
Guru, continue to reign over us for a hundred
summers more—is the sincere wish of every one of
his millions of devotees scattered over the breadth
and length of this Holy Land of Bharatavarsha.

»<
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XX &
ACHARYANUTL.

[ Mahamahopadhyaya, Mimamsakanthirava
Brahmasri Vaidyanatha Sastrigal, Bangalore]

May Sri Chandrasekhara Bharati, the prince
of ascetics, the fountain of grace, the.invoker of
Sarada, the worshipper of Sri Chandramaulisvara
and Ratnagarbhaganesa, the avatar of Sri Adi-
Sankara of immortal fame, the upholder of the
traditions of Vidyaranya, continue to reign over the
Vyakhyanasimhasana of Saradapitha at Sringeri,
wth ever-increasing lustre and glory for many many
more years, even as he has been doing during the last
seven and twenty years, dispelling the darkness of
ignorance, enlightening all in the path of liberation,
freeing his devoted and sincere pupils and devotees
from all obstacles and for all times—is the devout
prayer of one of his most devoted pupils.




XXI &
‘“‘Ananda’ in Advaitavedanta.

[Brahmasri P, S. Venkatachala Sastri, Principal,
Vedanta Pathasala, Kalati.]

‘Ananda’ of the Advaitins is the Brahmasak-
shatkara referred to in the - Srutis and Sutras of
Badarayana. Four stagesin Brahman-knowledge
may be recognised—Brahmavit, Brahmavidvara,
Brahmavidvariyan and Brahmavidvarishtha. It is
the last stage that is identified with the final stage
of Ananda. However difficult of attainment this
Ananda may be, there is ‘no doubt .that single-
minded devotion to the Prince of Gurus, Sri
Chandrasekhara Bharati can of itself lead one to the

desired geal.




XXII

Noteworthy Incidents in the Life
of Sri Chandrasekhara Bharati:

(Brahmasri G. Srinivasa Aiyar, B. A., B. L.,
Retired High Court Judge, Bangalore.]

The life of His Holiness Sri Chandrasekhara

Bharati is one of many lessons in patience, piety
and devotion, which may well serve as a pattern
and example for all to follow and even to know
which exalteth a person,

Once when his own sister was attacked with
a virulent type of malady necessitating her isolation
from the family and the village, it was young
Narasimha who boldly volunteered his services to
attend to her wants, to feed and nourish her and
to keep company with her day and night, much to
the intense delight of his parents and the wonder
of his villagers.

Even in his youth, Narasimha captivated the
minds of his teachers by his extraordinary skill in
answering questions and untiring energy in receiving
instruction. The teachers felt themselves justified

8



even in proceeding to the house of their pupil to
impart him instruétien—such love was theirs.

Once, when he took part in the proceedings
of a Conference at the Sanskrit College at Mysore,
every one was struck with wonder at the full-
flowing river of speech that emanated from the
lips of His Holiness routing all his adversaries
and exhibiting his unparalleled mastery over the
intricacies of the Vedanta in all its branches.

I have therefore no doubt that even a mere
darsan of his Holiness will dispel all the pride,
haughtiness and vanity from which one ordinarily
suffers and ipstil into him a peace which is past
description.
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~ XXII #

Sri Bhagavatpadamahima.

[ Mahamahopadhyaya N. S. Ananlakrishna
Sastrigal, Professor of Mimamsa, Univer-
sity of Calcutta.] -

The greatness and glory of Bhagavatpada Adi
Sankaracharya is truly inexpressible. He was
rightly styled Shanmatasthapanacharya in that he
re-established the six schools of Saura, Ganapata,
Sakta, Saiva, Vaishnava and Advaita. Indeed,
not only did he expound the true doctrines of these
six schools alone but he looked upon the eternal
verities in all the systems of the world with a truly
impartial outlook. And that is why he has been
known as a real World-Teacher or Jagadguru.

The teachings of the Bhagavatpada have been
handed down to us in unbroken tradition with ever-
increasing glory by a host of scholars representative
of the several branches of Advaita Philesophy.
May the illustrious successor of the Bhagavatpada,
Sri Chandrasekhara Bharati Swamigal keep aflame
the brilliant lamp of Advaita even as the immortal
Vidyaranya of old,
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XXIY %
CHARUCHARYA.

[Brahmasri Pandit Subrahmanya Sastri, Shimoga,
Mysore.]

In a poem of fifty-four verses, the daily life
of His Holiness Sri Chandrasekhara Bharati is
described. Emphasis is laid on the catholicity of
the Master who Is ever ready to advise and teach
all those who are sincere in their quest, irrespective
of their personal attachments to particular religions
or creeds.

11



XXY %

Acharyanavaratnamalikastava.

[Brahmasri Diwan Bahadur K. S. Ramaswami
Sastrigal, B. A., B. L., Retired District
Judge, Kumhbakonam.]

A garland of nine verses depicting the Great
qualities of His Holiness Si1i Chandrasekhara
Bharati and appealing to Him to bless His devotees.

‘ %&
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XXYI %

Gitasaragurvashtottarasata=
namastotra.

[Brahmasri R. Krishnaswami Aiyar, B.A., B.L.,
Advocate, Tinnevelly.]

A hymn of one hundred and eight names in
praise of His Holiness Sri Chandrasekhara Bharati
Swamigal, in language culled from the Bhagavad-
gita. The epithets employed become doubly signi-
ficant when applied to His Holiness.




XXVl e
Sri Chandrasekhara-
‘Nakshatramala.

[Brahmasri Venkatesvara Sastrigal, Principal,
Jagadguru Vidyasala, Sankara Moutt,
‘Bangalore.] ) '

An exquisite garland of twenty-seven verses
commemorative of the Pontificate of His Holiness
wherein the first letter of each of the verses is culled
successively from the Mahamantra—

“ oA TEERQTACATAIT A IR TS A
fywasy ant qgr’”’




